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Abstract: The exploration of economical and nature friendly adsorbents for dye elimination from effluent is a promising

area of research, driven by the need for sustainable and economically viable solutions. This work deals with the adsorption

features of Acid Blue 25 (AB25) and Acid Green 25 (AG25) dyes from aqueous solutions using spent brewery grains

(SBG). After brewing process, the obtained residue consists of spent grains. Optimum conditions for AB25 & AG25

removal were found to be at pH 2, adsorbent dosage as 0.8 and 1 g/L of solution respectively and equilibrium time was

found to be 60 mins. In order to adjudicate the adsorption process, analysis was carried out with kinetic and isothermal two

parameter and three parameter models. The results were discovered to fit most with the pseudo-second-order (R2 = 0.990)

for the kinetics and the Langmuir isotherm (R2 = 0.993) for the adsorption isotherms. The isotherms and kinetics verified

that SBG had a high value of adsorption capacity. Experiment results pointed out SBG is one of the best adsorbent that

eco-friendly, economical, readily accessible, and efficient on the removal of AB25 and AG25 dyes from aqueous solution.

Keywords: adsorption, spent brewery grains (SBG), acid blue 25 (AB25), acid green 25 (AG25), adsorption isotherms,

kinetic models

1. Introduction

Dyes are used as colouring agent in many industries including textile, leather, cosmetics, paper, printing, plastic,

pharmaceuticals, and food1. It is predictable that more than 100,000 commercially available dyes with over 7 × 105

tonnes of dye stuff produced annually2. Residual dyes are the major contributors to colour in wastewaters generated from

textile and dye manufacturing industries, etc.,3. Each dye is unique and can cause harmful effects to environment and to

living organisms when untreated. As well as 10,000 dyestuffs were produced annually and above 700,000 metric tons

of dyes are available globally in terms of commerce4. The release of untreated coloured effluent into the water bodies

causes environmental issues such as oxygen content reduction in water and decreased sunlight penetration, which put

the life of aquatic animals and plants in peril. Moreover, the industrial wastewater containing dyes is mostly connected

with poisonous and carcinogenic effect to the human beings5,6. Many methods been followed for dye removal but a

new novel material is always needed as the already existing methods are expensive. Dyes are among the pollutants that

have stringent restrictions on disposal7. In order to meet the current regulations, industries have to utilize technologies

to reduce pollution prior to discharge. They are typically categorized as physical, chemical and biological treatment8.

Now, the major environmental concern is to remove these dyes before entering into water stream. Various techniques like
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adsorption9, oxidation10, biological treatment11, coagulation12, electrochemical and radiation13 biosorption has been

used to remove dyes from industrial effluent since long time14, among these techniques, the adsorption is considered an

effective and economical technique as well as relatively superior to other techniques because of inexpensive, simplicity

of design, availability and ability to treat dyes in a more concentrated form15–17. The dye is adsorbed using a variety of

adsorbed materials: peat18, silica19, chitin20 and agriculture waste as adsorbent21. This adsorbent material exhibited

variable (low) adsorption capacity therefore, it is necessary to develop new adsorbents having high adsorption capacity and

should be cheap and easily available in market22.

The alternatives considered in dye removal using adsorption included both synthetic and natural materials; Nevertheless,

the usage of natural resources has increased quickly. In addition to being environmentally friendly, naturally occurring

materials and wastes enhance the gathering of inexpensive adsorbents22. It is greatly desired that activated carbon be

used in the adsorption process. Because of its huge specific surface area and high cost of manufacture and regeneration,

activated carbon has a high adsorption capacity. However, the procedure is still quite expensive, making it impractical in

many underdeveloped nations23,24.

Spent brewery grains (SBG) is one of the residues obtained from brewing industry. The grains which are processed

in the brewing process and mainly used as cattle feed also in food industry. SBG can be employed as an alternative

material like activated carbon used to removes colour and other soluble organic pollutants from textile effluent. Dissolved

organics are adsorbed on spent brewery grains surface which used as adsorbent material for treating textile dye waste

water. The adsorbent material is one of the best green approaches to handle textile dye waste water which may reduce the

environmental toxicity. This study shows that SBG can be used as a viable option as it is cheap and readily available. The

quantity of usage of spent grains are very less, thus using SBG can also reduce wastage to the environment.

The primary focus of this paper is the impact of the initial dye concentration, pH, adsorbent dosage and contact

time for adsorption by batch method as they greatly impact the adsorption capacity of the SBG. In this study, the dyes

degradation using adsorbent as SBG to optimize the parameters for kinetic studies and isotherm studies in two and three

parameter models.

2. Materials and methods

2.1 Material preparation

The local brewing company in Chennai was the source of the spent brewery grains. The obtained grains were dried

overnight, washed with distilled water then air dried for 12 h. It was soaked in a solution of 1 M H2SO4 drained and again

washed with distilled water and dried in a hot air oven for 24 h at 60 ◦C. The material was ground and sieve separated to

achieve uniform size of 300 µm. No impurities were found in the material after grinding and meshing. Analytical grade

AB25 dye having molecular weight of 416.4 g/mol and AG25, molecular weight of 622.6 g/mol was acquired via Sigma

Aldrich and utilized without additional purification also the characteristics of textile dyes were shown in the Table 1. High

purity laboratory grade reagents were used for the experiments.
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Table 1. Characteristics of textile dyes

Characteristics AB25 DYE AG25 DYE

Molecular Formula C20H13N2NaO5S C28H23N2NaO8S2

Structure

Molecular Weight 416.4 g/mol 622.6 g/mol

2.2 Design of batch experiments

The batch experiments were conducted using AB25 and AG25 dyes of aqueous solution utilizing SBG as adsorbent.

All experiments were done with 30 mL incubations in a 100 mL Erlenmeyer flask. The aqueous dyes were incubated with

SBG on orbital shaker (Scigenics Biotech PVT ltd) at 150 rpm. The absorbance was calculated using UV spectrophotometer

UV-1800 Shimadzu Corp, at predetermined wavelengths for the respective dyes for AB25 at a wavelength of 600 nm and

for AG25 a wavelength of 642 nm is selected. The effects of contact time, initial concentration, pH, and adsorbent dosage

were investigated with the following range of parameters in 150 rpm. The contact time (0–100 min) with 5 min intervals

were varied. For the effect of initial dye concentration, the aqueous dye solution concentrations were varied from 30–150

mg/L. Both dyes pH values ranged from 2 to 8. The dosage of the adsorbent (2–10 g) was adjusted. An orbital shaker

was used to shake the flasks at 150 rpm. The contact time was studied at regular time interval. Dye solutions with a pH

ranging from 1–8 were prepared by adjusting the desired value using either 0.1 M NaOH or 0.1 M HCl solution according

to the need. 0.2–1 g of the adsorbent dosage was agitated at 150 rpm at varying time intervals and then absorbance was

measured. After samples were taken out at the proper intervals, they were centrifuged at 4000 rpm, and the absorbance

for the experiments was recorded. All the experiments were conducted for three times to get better accuracy in room

temperature at 25 ◦C.

2.3 Adsorption studies

Using the following equations, the dye removal percentage and amount adsorbed were determined. Equations (1) and

(2)

Dye removal (%) =
(C0 −Ct)100

C0
(1)

qe =
(C0 −Ce)V

M
(2)

whereC0 andCt (mg/L) are the liquid-phase concentrations of dye at initial and at any time, respectively. qe (mg/g) is the

equilibrium adsorption amount, V (L) is the volume of the solution and M (g) is the mass of dry sorbent used. Ce (mg/L)

concentration at equilibrium.
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3. Adsorption theoretical background

3.1 Adsorption isotherms

Both two- and three-parameter models were fitted to the batch equilibrium data, and linear regression was used to

determine the parameters. The models examined were Langmuir, Freundlich, Harkins Jura, Temkin, Hill, Redlich Peterson,

Jovanovich multilayer, Toth models. The results obtained from the initial dye concentration experiment were used for the

adsorption isotherm studies.

3.1.1Langmuir isotherm

Though it was initially developed to explain gas-solid phase adsorption, Langmuir adsorption is also used to compare

and measure the adsorptive capacity of different adsorbents25. Langmuir isotherm accounts for the surface coverage by

balancing the relative rates of adsorption and desorption (dynamic equilibrium). Adsorption is proportional to the fraction

of the surface of the adsorbent that is open while desorption is proportional to the fraction of the adsorbent surface that is

covered26. This model is based on monolayer adsorption of dye ions on the surface of SBG active sites and is expressed in

linear form as shown in Equation (3)26:

Ce

Qe
=

1
Qmax Kl

+
Ce

Qmax
(3)

whereCe is concentration of adsorbate at equilibrium (mg/g), Kl is Langmuir constant related to adsorption capacity (mg/g).

Qmax (mg/g) is the maximum adsorption uptake. Qe (mg/g) is adsorption uptake at equilibrium.

3.1.2Freundlich isotherm

The Freundlich isotherm can be used to describe adsorption processes on surfaces that are heterogonous27. An

expression defining the surface heterogeneity and the exponential distribution of active sites and their energies may be

found in this isotherm28. The linear form of the Freundlich isotherm is shown in Equation (4)29:

logQe = logk f +
1
n

logCe (4)

where k f is Freundlich constant (mg/g) and n is intensity of adsorption (dimensionless).

3.1.3Harkin-jura isotherm

Adsorbents with heterogeneous pore distribution may experience multilayer adsorption on their surface, according to

the Harkin-Jura isotherm model30. Equation (5) displays the equation in its linear form31.

1
Qe

2 =
B
A
−
(

1
A

)
logCe (5)

where the Harkin-Jura constants B and A can be found by graphing 1/Qe
2 against logCe.

3.1.4Temkin isotherm

The Temkin isotherm model assumes that as surface coverage increases, the heat of adsorption of all molecules in the

layer drops linearly, accounting for the impact of indirect adsorbate/adsorbate interactions on the adsorption process32.

Only an intermediate range of ion concentrations can be used with the Temkin isotherm33. The linear form is shown in

Equation (6)34:
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Qe =
Rt

b
lnkt +

RT

b
lnCe (6)

where kt is the Temkin isotherm constant (L/g) and b is the Temkin constant, which is correlated with the heat of sorption
(J/mol).

3.1.5Hill isotherm

The Hill isotherm equation describes the binding of different species onto homogeneous substrates. As per this model,

adsorption is thought to be a cooperative process in which different binding sites on the same adsorbent are affected by

adsorbates at one site35. This isotherm’s linear form is expressed as given in Equation (7)36:

log
Qe

QH −Qe
= nH logCe − logKd (7)

where Kd and nH are the Hill constants, QH is the maximum adsorption capacity (mg/g).

3.1.6Redlich-peterson isotherm

Three parameters are included in this empirical isotherm model. Since it incorporates components from the Freundlich

and Langmuir equations, the adsorption mechanism is mixed and does not adhere to the ideal of monolayer adsorption37.

The model equation is given in Equation (8)38:

Qe =
ACe

1+BCβ
e

(8)

where A is Redlich-Peterson isotherm constant (L/g), B is constant (L/mg), β is exponent that lies between 0 and 1,Ce is

equilibrium liquid-phase concentration of the adsorbent (mg/L), and Qe is equilibrium adsorbate loading on the adsorbent

(mg/g).

3.1.7Jovanovic isotherm

In addition to the Langmuir model’s underlying assumptions, the Jovanovic model also considers the potential for

certain mechanical interactions between the adsorbent and adsorbate39. The linear form of the Jovanovic isotherm is

expressed as shown in Equation (9)40:

lnQe = lnQmax − e−k j Ce ekk j Ce
(9)

where Qmax is the highest amount of adsorbate absorbed from the plot of ln Qe versusCe, k j, kk j is the Jovanovic constant,

and Qe is the amount of adsorbate in the adsorbent at equilibrium (mg/g).

3.1.8Toth isotherm

Another empirical adjustment to the Langmuir equation that aims to lower the discrepancy between experimental data

and the expected value of equilibrium data is the Toth isotherm39. The most beneficial application of this model is in the

description of heterogeneous adsorption systems that meet both the low- and high-end adsorbate concentration boundaries.

Equation (10) is a linear form that can be obtained by rearranging the Toth isotherm41:

ln(Qn
e/(Q

n
m −Qn

e)) = n ln KL + n ln Ce (10)
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where KL is Toth isotherm constant (mg/g) and n is surface heterogeneity parameter. Qm is maximum uptake of adsorbate

obtained.

3.2 Adsorption kinetic studies

Adsorption kinetic models play a crucial role in the design of the adsorption system, not only in terms of adsorption

capacity but also in the rate estimation of the removal process. Moreover, kinetic methods describe the mechanism of

substance transfer and determines the rate limiting step, and that is based on the physio-chemical property of the adsorbent

and mass transport process42. Understanding the dynamics of the adsorption process in terms of the order of rate constant

required processing of the kinetic adsorption data.

3.2.1Pseudo-first-order kinetic model

According to this model, the amount of solid absorption over time and the difference in saturation concentration

determine how quickly solute uptake changes over time. The kinetics of the adsorption process typically follow the

pseudo-first-order rate found in Equation (11), with diffusion across a boundary coming before the reaction43:

log(qe −qt) = logqe −
k1

2.303
t (11)

The pseudo-first order kinetic model rate constant is represented by k1 (L/min).

3.2.2Pseudo-second-order model

The pseudo-second-order kinetic model was first put forth by Blanchard et al. in 198044. In the later years, Ho and

MacKay45 modified this model and applied for the removal of pollutant using different adsorbents, which is widely in use

by many researchers in the adsorption studies of wastewater pollutants removal. The pseudo-second-order model describes

the adsorption process, in which chemisorption acts as the rate-control.

A pseudo-second-order model could be used to describe the sorption kinetics as Equation (12)45;

t
qt

=
1

k2q2
e
+

t
qe

(12)

where the amount of the adsorbate that the adsorbent absorbs at time t and equilibrium is denoted by qt (mg/g) and qe

(mg/g), respectively. The pseudo second order rate constant is represented as k2 (g/mg min).

3.2.3Elovich model

The Elovich model is a widely used kinetic model that describes the adsorption of adsorbates onto heterogeneous

surfaces. This model is particularly useful for describing chemisorption processes, which involve chemical bonding

between the adsorbate and the adsorbent. The heterogeneous adsorption sites of the adsorbent are assumed to exhibit

varying activation energies during the removal process by the Elovich model. Equation (13) provides the Elovich kinetic

model in the following manner46.

qt =
1
β

ln(αβ )+
1
β

ln t (13)

where α (mg/g·min) is the initial rate of adsorption and β (g/mg) is the Elovich model constant.
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3.2.4 Intra-particle diffusion model

The intra-particle diffusion model developed by Weber and Morris provides valuable insights into the adsorption

kinetics and mechanisms, particularly highlighting the role of internal diffusion within the adsorbent’s porous structure.

Equation (14) illustrates the homogeneous porous structure of the adsorbent and intra-particle diffusion as the rate-limiting

step of an adsorption system. The assumption of intraparticle diffusion is based on the transport of the adsorbate through

the internal porous structure of the adsorbent and diffusion in the solid47:

qt = kwm t0.5 + I (14)

where kwm denotes the constant of intra-particle diffusion model (mg/g min0.5) and I indicate the boundary layer thickness

(mg/g).

4. Result and discussion

4.1 The effect of contact time, initial dye concentration, pH and adsorbent dosage

The effect of contact time using AB25 and AG25 by SBG 100 mg/L for biosorbent dosage 0.5 g was studied. It was

noted that for AB25 and AG25 dyes, the highest removal was discovered to happen at 45 and 60 mins respectively. As

seen in (Figure 1), this suggests that the equilibrium removal efficiency increases with increasing dye-adsorbent contact

duration. The reason behind this is that with longer interaction with the dye molecules higher the adsorption of the dye

molecules to the SBG, this may be due to electrostatic attraction force between SBG and aqueous dyes48. As the time

passes the number of active sites in the SBG decreases thus the removal percentage also decreases.

Initial dye concentration acts as a key motivator to get beyond all of the dye’s mass transfer resistances between

the aqueous and solid phases, increasing the dye’s adsorption. Because of a favourable solute to biosorbent site ratio,

the influence of dye concentration on biosorption efficiency is characterized by higher removal percentages at lower

concentrations. At higher concentrations, adsorption sites become saturated, leading to a decrease in removal efficiency.

Understanding these dynamics is essential for optimizing biosorption processes, ensuring effective dye removal, and

designing efficient wastewater treatment systems. By identifying optimal concentration ranges and adjusting biosorbent

dosages accordingly, it is possible to achieve high adsorption efficiencies even in varying operational conditions. At 100

mg/L the removal percentage is higher for both dyes shown in (Figure 1). The number of active sites present in the SBG is

a primary factor for the removal percentage of the dye. The study of the effect of pH on dye adsorption is essential for

optimizing the removal process. pH influences the adsorption capacity through changes in surface charge interactions, the

ionization of functional groups, and electrostatic forces.

Additionally, pH affects the color and solubility of dye solutions, which can impact both the adsorption process and

the analytical methods used to measure dye concentration. Understanding these pH-dependent behaviours is particularly

important for anionic dyes, such as acid dyes, and is crucial for designing effective wastewater treatment systems.

The initial pH of the solution plays a crucial role in the biosorption of dyes by influencing the surface charge of the

biosorbent. As the pH increases, the surface becomes more negatively charged, which can lead to electrostatic repulsion

of anionic dyes, reducing their adsorption efficiency. Understanding and controlling the pH is essential for optimizing

the biosorption process and achieving effective dye removal from wastewater. This knowledge helps in designing better

treatment systems and selecting the appropriate conditions for different types of dyes and biosorbents. The max removal

was found at 2 for both AG25 and AB25 shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. (a) Effect of adsorbent dosage on AB25, AG25 (b) Effect of initial dye concentration on AB25, AG25, (c) Effect of pH on AB25, AG25, (d)
Effect of contact time on AB25, AG25

The effect of adsorbent dosage was conducted for 0.2 g to 1 g. The increase in the removal of AG25 and AB25 dyes

with increasing biosorbent dosage can be attributed to the greater surface area and the availability of more biosorption

sites. The eventual plateau in removal capacity is due to the saturation of these sites, limitations in intra-particle diffusion,

and potential agglomeration of biosorbent particles. Understanding these dynamics is essential for optimizing biosorption

processes and designing efficient wastewater treatment systems. For AB25 and AG25 dye gives high removal percentage

for 0.8 g shown in Figure 1. The observed increase in removal capacity with increasing adsorbent dose can indeed be

explained by the presence of more adsorption sites with a larger surface area.

4.2 Adsorption isotherms

Adsorption isotherms recommend useful specifications for determining the uptake mechanism and adsorbent properties.

In this work, the two parameter and three parameter adsorption isotherms were applied to find out the adsorption mechanism.

The Langmuir model shows regression value of 0.7473 and 0.9867 for AB25 and AG25 Dye respectively. The Kl value is

less than 1 which shows the favorable conditions for the Langmuir isotherm model, Possibility of monolayer adsorption.

The Langmuir model fits best for AB25 dye. For Freundlich model the regression value are 0.9013 and 0.8931 for AB25

and AG25 dye respectively. The n value was found to be 1.5 for both dyes, this clearly shows that the condition for

Freundlich model is not favorable. The plot for Langmuir and Freundlich model is given in the Figure 2. In Harkin-Jura

model isotherm constants are found as A = 0.2762 and B = 0.5865 for AB25 dye which is below unity, Thus, the conditions

are considered to be favorable.
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Figure 2. (a) Langmuir plot for AB25 dye. (b) Langmuir plot for AG25 dye. (c) Freundlich plot for AB25 dye. (d) Freundlich plot for AG25 dye

The conditions are not suitable for the removal of AG25 dye because A = 21.155 and B = 2.0811 for AG25 dye are

both over unity. The adsorption is better for AB25 than AG25 by Harkins—Jura model. In Temkin Model B = 24.3693 and

5.781 (J/mg), higher the value lowers the adsorption rate as the increase in B decreases the adsorption due to lower surface

coverage. Kt shows the adsorption uptake. The Harkin-Jura and Temkin model were plotted and the plot is given in the

Figure 3. Langmuir, Freundlich, Harkin-Jura and Temkin model are two parameter models. The two parameter models

were fitted and studied and the results are tabulated in Table 2.

Table 2. Comparison of model parameters for two parameter models for AB25 and AG25 dye

Two Parameter Models AB25 DYE AG25 DYE

Langmuir Model

Qmax—9.318 (mg/g)
Kl—0.4998 L/mg

R2 = 0.7473

Qmax—8.659 (mg/g)
Kl—0.627 L/mg

R2 = 0.9867

Freundlich

k f—6.1083 mg/g
n—1.5

R2 = 0.9013

k f—3.2013 mg/g
n—1.5

R2 = 0.8931

Harkins-Jura

A—0.2762
B—0.5865

R2 = 0.8171

A—21.155
B—2.0811

R2 = 0.7058

Temkin

b—24.3693 (J/mg)

kt—6.393 × 104 (L/mg)

R2 = 0.9622

b—5.781 (J/mg)

kt—1.649 × 103 (L/mg)

R2 = 0.9719

In Hill model, QH shows the adsorption uptake which is 3.7641 and 6.381 (mg/g) forAB25 andAG25 dye respectively.

Kd is the adsorption isotherm constant. nH value is 1.642 and 1.045 which shows the stability of the adsorbate as it is

higher than unity as for Hill model the value under unity shows stability of the model parameter. For R-P model, A and B
values are adsorption isotherm constants. β Value shows the favorable condition for R-P model. β = 0.333 and β = 1.092

are the values for AB25 and AG25 dye respectively. The Hill and R-P model is fitted and the plot is given in Figure 4.
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Jovanovich Multilayer, Qmax shows the maximum adsorption uptake, Qmax as 15.2 and 5.785 mg/g for AB25 and

AG25 dye Respectively. k j & kk j values show the favorable condition for J-M model. The regression values are 0.6510

and 0.8800 for the both the dyes.

For Toth Model, regression value is 0.9761 for AB25 dye and 0.9265 for AG25 dye. The Toth model fits the best for

AB25 dye. n = 1.5717 and 1.3281 which is above unity this shows the stable condition of the adsorbate. Kl value is above

unity this shows the favorable condition for AB25 and AG25 dye. J-M and Toth model is fitted for both the dyes and the

plot is given in the Figure 5. Hill, R-P, J-M and Toth models are three parameter model. The three parameter models were

studied and the theoretically calculated parameters were tabulated in Table 3.

Figure 3. (a) Harkins Jura plot for AB25 dye. (b) Harkins Jura plot for AG25 dye. (c) Temkin plot for AB25 dye. (d) Temkin plot for AG25 dye

Table 3. A comparison of the three parameter models for the dyes AG25 and AB25

Three Parameter Models AB25 DYE AG25 DYE

Hill

QH—3.7641 (mg/g)
Kd—0.04962 (L/mg)

nH—1.642

R2 = 0.9632

QH—6.381 (mg/g)
Kd—1.5030 (L/mg)

nH—1.045

R2 = 0.9503

Redlich-Peterson

A—4743.26 (L/mg)
B—2772.48 (L/mg)

β—0.333

R2 = 0.7251

A—4953.26 (L/mg)
B—480.48 (L/mg)

β—1.092

R2 = 0.9329

Jovanovich Multilayer

Qmax—15.2 (mg/g)
k j—0.028 (L/mg)
kk j—1.575 (L/mg)

R2 = 0.6150

Qmax—5.785 (mg/g)
k j—0.8250 (L/mg)

kk j—0.02706 (L/mg)

R2 = 0.8800

Toth

Qn
m—26.659 (mg/g)

KL—10.577 (L/mg)
n—1.5717

R2 = 0.9761

Qn
m –4.1229 (mg/g)

KL—5.0481 (L/mg)
n—1.3281

R2 = 0.9265
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Figure 4. (a) Hill isotherm plot for AB25. (b) Hill Isotherm plot for AG25. (c) Redlich-Peterson plot for AB25. (d) Redlich-Peterson plot for AG25

Figure 5. (a) Jovanovich Multilayer plot for AB25. (b) Jovanovich Multilayer plot for AG25. (c) Toth model plot for AB25. (d) Toth model plot for
AG25
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4.3 Adsorption kinetics

For the kinetic experiments, Webber Morris, Elovich, and pseudo first and second order were fitted. The lines for the

pseudo first order model do not fit the data exactly. The regression value is found to be 0.9219 & 0.9686 for AB25 and

AG25 dye respectively. The qe values are 0.87669 and 6.5487 for AB25 and AG25 dye respectively. For Pseudo second

order model the line fits the data points perfectly the regression values are found to be 0.9979 and 0.9819 for AB25 and

AG25 dye respectively. Both dyes are fitted using the pseudo second order model. Figure 6 shows the plot for the first and

second order kinetic models.

For Elovich model, only some points fit in the model line, the regression value is found to be 0.9230 & 0.9677

for AB25 and AG25 dye respectively. α and β are kinetic model constants. β = 37 & 0.9915 for AB25 and AG25 dye

respectively. As the β is above 1 the conditions are not favorable for AB25 dye. For Intra particle diffusion, AB25 dye data

points fits better than AG25 dye. This shows the intra particle adsorption is higher in AB25 than in AG25 dye. The I shows

the boundary layer parameter, where it was found to be I = 0.5277 and 2.4489 (mg/g) for AB25 and AG25 dye respectively.

As I for AB25 is less than AG25 dye, the intra particle adsorption is more in AG25. Figure 7 displays the curve of the fitted

Elovich and Intra particle diffusion models.

Figure 6. (a) Pseudo first order plot for AB25. (b) Pseudo first order plot for AG25. (c) Pseudo second order plot AB25. (d) pseudo second order plot for
AG25
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Figure 7. (a) Elovich Kinetic plot for AB25. (b) Elovich Kinetic plot for AG25. (c) Webber-Morris plot for AB25. (d) Webber-Morris plot for AG25

The experimental data were used to fit and analyze the kinetic models, and the resultant estimated parameters are listed

in Table 4. It was revealed through the isotherm and kinetic investigations that SBG is a practical method for removing dye

from aqueous solutions.

Table 4. Kinetic model parameter comparison

Kinetic Models AB25 DYE AG25 DYE

Pseudo First order Model

qe—0.87669 (mg/g)

K1—0.58252 (min−1)
R2 = 0.9219

qe—6.5487 (mg/g)

K1—0.08540 (min−1)
R2 = 0.9686

Pseudo second order Model

qe—0.88927 (mg/g)
K2—2.29607 (g/mg · min)

R2 = 0.9979

qe—7.14911 (mg/g)
K2—0.01889 (g/mg · min)

R2—0.9819

Elovich Model

α—230 (mg/g · min)
β—37 (mg/g)

R2 = 0.9230

α—57 (mg/g · min)
β—0.9155 (mg/g)

R2 = 0.9677

Webber—Morris Model
kwm—0.0646 (mg/g min0.5)

I—0.5277 (mg/g)

R2 = 0.9814

kwm—0.4678 (mg/g min0.5)
I—2.4489 (mg/g)

R2 = 0.8758

5. Conclusions

Low-cost and eco-friendly adsorbents hold significant promise for dye removal fromwastewater, offering an alternative

that is both sustainable and cost-effective. It was investigated if leftover brewing grains could be used to remove the dyes

AG25 and AB25. The experiments were performed as a function of initial dye concentration, dosage, pH, and contact time.

The biosorbent capacity was significantly influenced by the pH of the solution, temperature, and initial dye concentration.
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Low pH at 2 and high adsorbent dosage like 0.8 g gives high removal percentage for both the dyes. Using AB25 and

AG25 dyes, the ideal contact times were determined to be 45 and 60 mins, respectively. This yielded a very intriguing

result, with the curve increasing and then decreasing as the time increased. This is because the active sites of SBG fill

up over time. Attainment of equilibrium has been analysed using two and three parameter adsorption isotherms. The

adsorptive capabilities of SBG for the removal of the dyesAG25 andAB25 were compared using the experimental isotherm

constants. The best correlation for dye adsorption was found using the Langmuir isotherm; nevertheless, the Harkins Jura

model indicates that AB25 adsorbed more effectively than AG25. In three parameter model, using AG25 dye, the Redlich

Peterson adsorption isotherm fits well and Hill and Toth model fits well for both the dyes. According to kinetic studies

investigations, pseudo-second order kinetics models were followed by the SBG-based AB25 and AG25 adsorption process.

High initial dye concentration gives high removal percentage as the ratio between active sites and the dye molecules is

high when compared to low initial concentration. When compared to other materials like fly ash, hardwood sawdust,

chitosan, activated carbon, rice husk-based materials, etc., SBG is less expensive and would be a useful and efficient green

route for the economically viable treatment of textile dye in waste water. Materials from other studies show good removal

percentages for acid dyes, but the materials are not cost-effective.
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